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An embodiment of a detector includes first and second
generators. The first generator is operable to receive a
transition of a first signal and to generate in response to the
transition a first pulse having a length that is approximately
equal to a length of a detection window. And the second
generator is operable to receive a second signal and to
generate a second pulse having a relationship to the first
pulse in response to a transition of the second signal occur-
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1
TRANSITION DETECTOR

TECHNICAL FIELD

One or more embodiments relate to transition detectors.
Particularly, but not exclusively, one or more embodiments
relate to a transition detector for detecting a data transition
within a clock window.

BACKGROUND

Transition detector circuits may be used to monitor timing
and critical paths of applications such as on-chip logic.
Transition detectors may detect a transition in a data signal
relative to a clock signal. For example a transition detector
may detect whether a transition occurs within a window
relative to the clock signal, and may be applicable to circuits
where timing errors due to a data transition occurring too
close to a clock edge may be identified and corrected.

Various implementations of transition detectors exist. For
example, IEEE Journal January 2011, “4 Power Efficient 32
Bit ARM Processor Using Timing-Evror Detection and Cor-
rection for Transient-Evror Tolerance and Adaptation to
PVT Variation” Bull D., Das S., Shivashankar K., Dasika G-,
Flauntner K, Blaauw D., which is incorporated herein by
reference, describes an example of a transition detector
having two different pulse-generating parts for detecting a
data-rise and a data-fall transition of a signal.

ICICDT 08 IEEE Conference “Energy-Efficient and
Metastability-Immune Timing-Error Detection and Recov-
ery Circuits for Dynamic Variation Tolerance”, Bowman K.,
Tschanz J., Kim N, Lee I., Wilkerson C., Lu S., Karnik T.,
De V., which is incorporated herein by reference, describes
a transition detector implemented using latches and having
an error-retaining circuit.

25% TIEEE VLSI Test Symposium “Circuit Failure Pre-
diction and Its Application to Transition Ageing”, Mitra S.,
Zhang M., Paul B., Agarwal M., which is incorporated
herein by reference, describes a transition detector having
two latches with a delayed input into the second latch and
comparing the outputs of both latches for differences
between the signals.

Due to the sensitive timing issues that are dealt with by
transition detectors, some transition detectors may have
contention issues within their design and/or operation. Some
transition detectors incorporating a level-sensitive approach
may miss transitions and may, therefore, not be suitable for
circuits that are sensitive to error.

Furthermore, a physical implementation of a transition
detector may lead to errors within the functioning of the
transition detector due to physical factors such as opera-
tional parameters and global and local variations.

SUMMARY

According to an embodiment, a transition detector
includes: clock-pulse-generation circuitry configured to gen-
erate a clock pulse in response to a clock signal; and
data-pulse-generation circuitry configured to generate a data
pulse in response to a transition of a data signal, the
data-pulse-generation circuitry comprising delay circuitry
configured to delay the generation of the data pulse such that
the data pulse overlaps the clock pulse when a transition of
the data signal occurs within a time window of the clock
signal.

In an embodiment, the delay circuitry may be configured
to delay the data signal by a first programmable delay, the
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data pulse being generated in response to the delayed data
signal. The first programmable delay may be configured to
correspond to a time difference between a start of the time
window and a clock edge of the clock signal.

In an embodiment, the clock-generation circuitry may be
configured to generate the clock pulse having a pulse width
corresponding to a second programmable delay. The clock
second programmable delay may correspond to a width of
the clock window. The clock-generation circuitry may be
configured to generate the clock pulse responsive to a clock
edge of the clock signal.

In an embodiment, the transition detector may be config-
ured to have a self-test mode in which the data-pulse-
generation circuitry is configured to generate the data pulse
in response to a transition of the clock signal. The transition
detector may further comprise a multiplexer configured to
select the self-test mode.

In an embodiment, the transition detector may be config-
ured to assert a flag if the clock pulse and the data pulse
overlap. The transition detector may be configured to assert
the flag until the transition detector is reset.

According to an embodiment, a method includes: gener-
ating a clock pulse in response to a clock signal; and
generating a data pulse in response to a transition of a data
signal, said generating the data pulse comprising delaying
the generation of the data pulse such that the data pulse
overlaps the clock pulse when a transition of the data signal
occurs within a time window of the clock signal.

An embodiment of a method may further include detect-
ing a transition of a data signal within the time window if the
clock pulse and the data pulse overlap.

An embodiment of a method may further include delaying
the data signal by a first programmable delay and generating
the data pulse in response to the delayed data signal.
Delaying the data signal by a first programmable delay may
include delaying the data signal by a time difference between
a start of the time window and a clock edge of the clock
signal.

An embodiment of a method may further include gener-
ating the clock pulse having a pulse width corresponding to
a second programmable delay, which may correspond to a
width of the clock window. Generating the clock pulse may
comprise generating the clock pulse responsive to a clock
edge of the clock signal.

An embodiment of a method may further include gener-
ating a data pulse in response to a transition of the clock-
signal-transition detector in accordance with a self-test mode
of operation. The method may further include selecting the
self-test mode of operation. The method may further include
asserting a flag if the clock pulse and the data pulse overlap.

According to an embodiment, a transition detector
includes: clock-pulse-generation means for generating a
clock pulse in response to a clock signal; and data-pulse-
generation means for generating a data pulse in response to
a transition of a data signal, the data-pulse-generation means
comprising delay means for delaying the generation of the
data pulse such that the data pulse overlaps the clock pulse
when a transition of the data signal occurs within a time
window of the clock signal.

According to an embodiment, an integrated -circuit
includes a transition detector, the transition detector includ-
ing clock-pulse-generation circuitry configured to generate a
clock pulse in response to a clock signal; and data-pulse-
generation circuitry configured to generate a data pulse in
response to a transition of a data signal, the data-pulse-
generation circuitry comprising delay circuitry configured to
delay the generation of the data pulse such that the data pulse
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overlaps the clock pulse when a transition of the data signal
occurs within a time window of the clock signal.

According to an embodiment, an integrated circuit
includes embedded logic and at least one critical path
endpoint; and at least one transition detector associated with
a critical path endpoint, the transition detector including
clock-pulse-generation circuitry configured to generate a
clock pulse in response to a clock signal; data-pulse-gen-
eration circuitry configured to generate a data pulse in
response to a transition of a data signal, the data-pulse-
generation circuitry comprising delay circuitry configured to
delay the generation of the data pulse such that the data pulse
overlaps the clock pulse when a transition of the data signal
occurs within a time window of the clock signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

One or more embodiments are now described by way of
example only with reference to the accompanying drawings
in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a transition detector accord-
ing to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a timing diagram of signals generated by an
embodiment of the transition detector of FIG. 1 in accor-
dance with an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of a
transition detector;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of an
error-detection-and-retention circuit; and

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of a transition detector
implemented with a critical-path data latch in accordance
with an embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of a system that includes an embedded
transition detector, according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One or more embodiments of a transition detector are
described. A transition detector of an embodiment may
address timing-contention issues associated with detection
of a transition relative to a clock edge or other timing signal.
A transition detector of an embodiment may monitor timing
and critical paths.

An embodiment of a transition detector may include one
or more self-test capabilities. An embodiment of a self-test
mechanism may be used to test a transition detector once it
has been implemented in silicon. In an embodiment, the
self-test mechanism is used to detect manufacturing faults.

One or more embodiments may detect a transition within
a timing window. In an embodiment, the window size may
be tuneable. In this manner, an embodiment may be tuneable
for use in different applications with different window-size
requirements.

One or more applications or embodiments may be appli-
cable to critical paths and systems where adaptive voltage
scaling or such methods are used.

One or more embodiments may be applied to systems
where a timing failure is detected. A timing failure may
occur when a data signal transitions within a window with
respect to a clock edge. For example a data signal may not
be sampled correctly and/or metastability errors may occur.
In another example, a data signal may be delayed and a data
transition may arrive after a clock edge and incorrect data
may be sampled.

In order to detect if a failure has occurred, one or more
embodiments include a transition detector that detects
whether a data transition occurs in a predetermined clock
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window. A clock window may be chosen such that data
transitions occurring in this window are likely to result in a
failure. By way of example, the failure may be due to
incorrect data being sampled or metastability.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of a
transition detector 100.

The transition detector 100 of FIG. 1 may receive a clock
signal 101, a reset signal 102, a data signal 103, and a
window-select signal 108. For example, in an embodiment
in which the transition detector 100 monitors a critical-path
end point, the clock signal 101 may correspond to a signal
controlling the timing of the critical path and the data signal
103 may correspond to data clocked through the critical
path. It may be appreciated that this is by way of example
and the transition detector 100 may be used to detect
transitions on other signals.

The transition detector 100 may include a clock-gating
circuit 104, a data-gating circuit 105, a window-generating
circuit 120 and an error-detection-and-retention circuit 109.
The clock-gating circuit may have the clock signal 101 and
the reset signal 102 as inputs. The data-gating circuit 105
may have the data signal 103 and the reset signal 102 as
inputs. The clock-gating circuit 104 and data-gating circuit
105 may each provide an output to the window-generating
circuit 120.

The window-generating circuitry 120 may generate a
clock pulse corresponding to a clock edge and a data pulse
corresponding to a transition on the data signal. The clock
and data pulse may be output to the error-detection-and-
retention circuit 109, which may generate a flag indicating
that an error has occurred.

The window-generating circuitry 120 may comprise a
clock-pulse generator 106 and a data-pulse generator 111. In
an embodiment where a window size is programmable, the
clock-pulse generator 106 may receive a window-size signal
WS 108 and the window-generating circuitry 120 may
include a programmable delay 107, which may also receive
the window-size signal 108. In an embodiment that incor-
porates self-test, a multiplexor 110 may also be included
with a test-mode input signal TM 112.

Referring to FIG. 1, in an embodiment, the transition
detector 100 incorporates a programmable window size and
a self-test mode. The output from the clock-gating circuit
104 is input to the clock-pulse-generating circuit 106 and the
output of the data-gating circuit 105 is input to the program-
mable delay 107. An output from the programmable delay
107 and output from the clock-gating circuit 104 is input to
the multiplexor 110. An output from the multiplexor 110 is
input to the data-pulse-generating circuit 111, which pro-
vides an output to the error-detection-and-retention circuit
109. The error-detection-and-retention circuit 109 also
receives an input from the clock-pulse generator 106.

The multiplexor 110, programmable delay 107, test-
mode-select signal 112, and window-size signal 108 may be
optional. In an embodiment, the programmable delay 107
may be replaced by a fixed-delay circuit, which may be
incorporated into the data-pulse generator 111.

An embodiment of the operation of an embodiment of the
transition detector 100 may be illustrated with reference to
FIG. 2, which is a timing diagram showing the clock signal
101, the data signal 103, a clock-pulse signal 204 output
from the clock-pulse-generating circuit 106, a data-pulse
signal 205 output from the data-pulse-generating circuit 111,
and a flag signal.

In an embodiment, the transition detector 100 may oper-
ate to detect a data transition in a clock window. The clock
window may be a period of time in relation to the clock
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signal 101. For example, the clock window may be a period
of time prior to a rising clock edge. It is appreciated that this
is by way of example only, and the clock window may be set
as a period of time at any point before and/or after a rising
edge of the clock signal.

The clock-pulse-generating circuit 106 receives a signal
indicative of the clock signal 101 from the clock gating
circuit 104, and receives a window-size signal 108. The
window-size signal 108 may indicate a width of a window
in which a transition of the data signal 103 is to be detected.

The clock-pulse-generating circuit 106 may generate a
clock pulse 204 on a rising edge of the clock signal 101 with
a width corresponding to the window-size signal 108. It is
appreciated that having a programmable window size may
be optional and that in an embodiment, the clock-pulse-
generating circuit 106 may generate a clock pulse of fixed
width.

The programmable delay 107 may delay a signal corre-
sponding to the data signal 103 based on the window-size
signal 108. In an embodiment, the delay corresponds to a
difference between the start of the window and a rising edge
of clock signal 101. In another embodiment, the delay may
correspond to window size. The delay may be such that a
data transition within the window 201 is delayed to overlap
the clock pulse. A data transition occurring before or after
the window 201 may be delayed to occur before and after the
clock pulse, respectively.

The delayed signal 113 corresponding to the data signal
103 is output to the multiplexor 110.

In an embodiment of FIG. 2, a test mode is not selected
and the multiplexor 110 outputs the delayed signal 113 to the
data-pulse-generating circuit 111, which may generate a data
pulse corresponding to an edge of the signal 113. In an
embodiment, the data-pulse-generating circuit 111 is a dual-
edge pulse-generating circuit in that it generates a data pulse
for both a rising edge and a falling edge of the signal 113.
In another embodiment, it may be desired to generate a pulse
corresponding to one, but not both, of the rising and falling
edges of the signal 113.

In an embodiment, when the transition detector 100 is in
a self-test mode, the multiplexor 110 outputs a signal cor-
responding to the clock signal 101 from the clock-gating
circuit 104 to the data-pulse-generating circuit 111. In such
an embodiment, a transition of the signal input to the
data-pulse-generating circuit 111 may correspond to a tran-
sition of the clock signal 101, and the data-pulse-generating
circuit 111 may generate a pulse corresponding to the pulse
generated by the clock-pulse-generating circuit. In a test
mode, the clock pulse and a data pulse may be generated
corresponding to a rising edge of the clock signal 101.

The clock-pulse signal 204 and data-pulse signal 205 may
be input into the error-detection-and-retention circuit 109,
which may detect whether there is an overlap between a
clock pulse and a data pulse. In an embodiment, if the data
signal transitioned during the window 201 then the clock
pulse and the data pulse may overlap. Such an overlap is
shown as 208 in FIG. 2. In response to the overlap, the
error-detection-and-retention circuit 109 may generate the
flag signal.

In an embodiment, an overlap between the clock pulse
and data pulse may occur when the transition detector 100
is in a self-test mode. In this case, the error-detection-and-
retention circuit 109 may generate the flag signal.

The flag signal may indicate that a failure has been
detected and may be passed to external circuitry such as
error-correction or monitoring circuitry. In an embodiment,
the error-history circuit (not shown in FIGS. 1 and 2) may
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hold the flag at a value until a next data transition is received
and detected. Alternatively, the flag may be held until the
flag is reset. The flag may also be provided as feedback to
the error-detection-and-retention circuit 109.

The error-detection-and-retention circuit 109 may be
operable to assert the flag when an overlap is detected and
keep the flag asserted until the transition detector 100 is
reset. The transition detector 100 may be reset by asserting
the reset signal 102. In an embodiment, the reset signal 102
may also be input into the error-detection-and-retention
circuit 109.

It may be appreciated that the generation of a flag is by
way of example only, and an embodiment may include other
indications of error. For example, in an embodiment, a signal
may be output indicating a state of the transition detector
100.

In an embodiment, the clock- and data-gating circuits 104
and 105 may output a signal corresponding to the clock
signal 101 and data signal 102 only when the reset signal
102 is unasserted.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of the
transition detector 100 of FIG. 2.

An embodiment of the transition detector 100 of FIG. 3
includes clock-gating circuit 104 and data-gating circuit
105, window-generation circuitry 120, and error-detection-
and-retention circuit 109.

The transition detector 100 may receive a clock signal 101
and a data signal 102. The transition detector 100 may also
receive a reset signal 103. It may be appreciated that the
reset signal 103 may be optional in an embodiment. For
example, the transition detector 100 may be alternatively
reset by a hard reset, or by a combination of other signals.

In an embodiment, when the reset signal 103 is not
asserted, the clock- and data-gating circuits 104 and 105
pass the clock signal 101 and the data signal 102 to the
window-generation circuit 120. When the reset signal 103 is
asserted, the clock and data signals 101 and 102 may not be
input into the window-generation circuit 120.

The window-generation circuit 120 may receive a win-
dow-size signal 108, which may indicate a size and/or
position of a window in which a transition in the data signal
is to be detected.

The window-generation circuit 120 may also receive a
test-mode signal 112, which may indicate whether the win-
dow-generation circuit 120 is to operate in a transition-
detection mode or a self-test mode. In other words, the
window-generation circuit 120 may operate to detect a
transition of the data signal 102 within a window or run a
self-test in order to determine whether the window-genera-
tion circuit 120 is operating correctly.

The window-generation circuitry 110 may generate and
output the clock-pulse and the data-pulse signals 204 and
205.

The clock-pulse signal 204 and the data-pulse signal 205
may be input into the error-detection-and-retention circuit
109.

In an embodiment of FIG. 3, the clock-gating circuit 104
and the data-gating circuit 105 include first and second
NAND gates 104 and 105. The clock signal 101 and the reset
signal 102 may be put into the first NAND gate 104. The
data signal 103 and the reset signal 102 may be input into the
second NAND gate 105. The first NAND gate 104 may
output a signal 306 to the window-generation circuitry 120.
The second NAND gate 105 may output a signal 307 to the
window-generation circuitry 120.

The signal 306 may correspond to the clock signal 101
when the reset signal 102 is not asserted. Similarly, the
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signal 307 may correspond to the data signal 103 when the
reset signal 102 is not asserted. An assertion of the reset
signal 102 may disable the outputs of the first and second
NAND gates 104 and 105. In an embodiment, the reset
signal may be asserted to reset the transition detector 100. In
another embodiment, the reset signal 103 may be asserted
for a period corresponding to a period of low-power opera-
tion in which the transition-detection circuit 100 is disabled.

It may be appreciated that reset signal 102 and NAND
gates 104 and 105 may be optional in an embodiment. For
example, the clock signal 101 and data signal 103 may be
directly input to the window-generation circuitry 120.

The first input 306 may be input into a first inverting
programmable delay cell 315a, which may provide an
output to a NOR gate 316. The first inverting programmable
delay cell 3154 may also receive the window-size signal
108. A second input may be received at the NOR gate 316
from the signal 306. The NOR gate 316 may output the clock
pulse 204.

The second signal 307 may be input into a second
inverting programmable delay cell 107, which may also
receive the window-size signal 108. The output of the
second inverting programmable delay cell 107 may form an
input into a multiplexer 110. The multiplexer 110 may
receive, as its selection input, the test-mode signal 112. The
multiplexer 110 may receive, as a second input, a signal
from an inverter 340, which may invert the signal 306.

The output of the multiplexer circuit 110 may be used to
generate a data pulse. The output may be input into a delay
318, which may provide an input into an XOR gate 319. A
second input of the XOR gate 319 may be received from the
output of the multiplexer 110. The XOR gate 319 may
receive the output of the multiplexor 110 as a first input and
a delayed output from the multiplexor 110 as a second input.
The output of the XOR gate 319 may be the data-pulse
signal 205.

Referring to FIG. 3, in an embodiment, the test-mode
signal 112 may indicate that the window-generation circuitry
120 is operating in accordance with a detection of a data
transition within a clock window. In an embodiment, the
window-size signal 108 may indicate to the first and second
inverting programmable delay cells 315q and 107 a window
size in which a data transition is to be detected. The
multiplexer 110 may couple the output of the second invert-
ing programmable delay cell 107 to the output of the
multiplexer 110 in response to the test-mode select signal
111.

When the circuit 100 is in a data-transition-detection
mode, the reset signal 102 may not be asserted and signal
306 may correspond to an inverted clock signal 101. The
inverted clock signal 306 may be input into the first inverting
programmable delay cell 315q. The first inverting program-
mable delay cell 3154 may both delay and invert the signal
306 and provide an output to the NOR gate 316. In other
words, a signal corresponding to a delayed clock signal 101
may be provided to the NOR gate 316 from the inverting and
programmable delay circuit 315a. A second input of the
NOR gate 316 may receive the inverted clock signal 306.

The NOR gate 316 may output a clock pulse signal 204
when the inverted clock signal 306 and delayed clock signal
are both low. In an embodiment, a start of the clock pulse on
the clock pulse signal 204 is triggered by a falling edge of
the inverted clock signal 306. This corresponds to a clock
pulse being triggered by a rising edge of the clock signal
101. The width of the clock pulse may be dependent on the
delay between the inverted clock signal 306 and delayed
clock signal from the cell 315a.
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When no delay is introduced, the signal from the first
inverting programmable delay cell 3154 may correspond to
the clock signal and this signal and the inverted clock signal
106 will not overlap in value. When a delay is introduced,
the signal from the first inverting programmable delay cell
315a and the inverted clock signal 306 may both be low for
a period corresponding to the delay. In an embodiment, the
delay corresponds to a width of a window. This may be set
by the window-size signal 108. A clock pulse may be
generated at a rising edge of a clock signal and having a
width of a window size specified by the window size signal.

In an embodiment, of the transition detection mode, the
reset signal may not be asserted and the data signal 103 is
inverted and passed to the output of the second NAND gate
105. Signal 307 may correspond to an inverted data signal
103.

The signal 307 may be input into the second inverting
programmable delay cell 107, which may delay and invert
the signal 307. The output of the second inverting program-
mable delay cell 107 may be input to the multiplexer 110. In
an embodiment, the programmable delay of the second
inverting programmable delay cell 107 may correspond to a
difference in time between the start of the clock window and
a rising edge of the clock. For example, a data transition
occurring at the start of the window will be delayed by the
second inverting programmable delay cell 107 and provided
to the multiplexer at the next rising edge of the clock.

The delay 318 and XOR gate 319 may generate as a data
pulse the data-pulse signal 205. The XOR gate 319 may
generate a data pulse when the output of the multiplexor 110
and delayed output of the multiplexor differ. In other words,
a data pulse may be generated having a width corresponding
to the delay 318. In an embodiment, the delay 318 may be
fixed or programmable to correspond to a width of the
window. In another embodiment, the delay 318 may be
chosen as a minimum amount of time to detect that both the
clock pulse and the data pulse are high. In an embodiment,
the length of the delay may be determined by the device
characteristics of the error-detection circuit 109.

In an embodiment, a clock window may be set as a period
preceding a rising clock edge. In such an embodiment, the
delay introduced by the second inverting programmable
delay cell 107 may correspond to the window width. In
another embodiment, the delay introduced by the second
inverting programmable delay cell 107 may correspond to
the time between a start of a clock window and a rising edge
of a clock signal.

Referring to FIG. 3, in an embodiment, the transition
detector 100 may operate in a self-test mode. A clock pulse
may be generated similarly to the clock-pulse generation in
transition-detection mode. The data pulse may be generated
in response to a clock signal instead of a data signal in
self-test mode. By using the clock signal 101 in place of the
data signal 102, a data transition occurring within a window
for each clock edge may be tested.

When the window-generation circuit 120 is to operate in
a self-test mode, the test mode signal 112 may be asserted
and the multiplexer 110 may couple the input from the delay
block 340 to the output of the multiplexer 110.

In this case, the inverted clock signal 306 and inverted
clock signal 306 delayed by the delay 318 may be used to
generate a data pulse. A data pulse may therefore be gen-
erated at each rising edge of the clock signal 101. In this
manner, in a self-test mode, the data pulse and the clock
pulse may overlap for each rising edge of the clock signal.

In this manner an occurrence of an error is known and an
output of the transition detector 110 may be checked for



US 9,444,440 B2

9

variation to this. For example, if the flag does not indicate an
error on each clock cycle, this may indicate that the circuitry
is not operating correctly.

In order to detect whether an error has occurred, the
error-detection-and-retention circuit 109 may receive the
data-pulse signal 204 and clock-pulse signal 205 from the
window-generation circuit 120. The flag signal may be fed
back into the error-detection-and-retention circuit 109.

Referring to FIG. 3, in an embodiment, the error-detec-
tion-and-retention circuit 109 comprises a NAND gate 321,
AND gate 322, NOR gate 323 and inverter 324.

The clock-pulse signal 204 and data-pulse signal 205 may
be input to the NAND gate 321. An output of the NAND
gate 321 is input to the AND gate 322 and an output of the
AND gate 322 is input to the NOR gate 323. An output of
the NOR gate 323 provides the flag signal 114. The flag
signal 114 may be fed back into the error-detection-and-
retention circuit 109 by providing an input to the inverter
324. The output of the inverter 324 is input into the NAND
gate 321 and the AND gate 322. The error-detection-and-
retention circuit 109 may also receive a flag reset signal 326
generated from the reset signal 102 inverted by an inverter
325. The flag reset signal 326 may be input to the NOR gate
323.

When the flag is not asserted, an inverted flag signal is
provided to the NAND gate 321 and AND gate 322 and
opens them, allowing the inputs from the signals 204 and
205 and the input from NAND gate 321 to be output
respectively. When a flag is asserted, the inverted flag signal
closes the NAND and AND gates, and NOR gate 323 holds
the flag asserted. When the flag reset signal is asserted, it
forces the output of the NOR gate 323 to de-assert the flag
and the AND and NAND gates are opened.

For example, in an embodiment, when the flag 114 is not
asserted, the inverter 324 provides a high signal to the
NAND gate 321 and the AND gate 322. The NAND gate
321 is open, allowing the output of the NAND gate to go low
when the signals 204 and 205 go high. This may correspond
to a clock pulse and a data pulse overlapping. The high
inverted flag signal input to the AND gate may open the
AND gate allowing the output of the AND gate to go low
when it receives a low input from the NAND gate 321.

The NOR gate 323 receives the FRST signal. When the
flag reset signal 326 is not asserted, it allows the output from
the AND gate to be inverted by the NOR gate 323 and output
as the flag signal 114. In the case where the data and clock
pulse overlap, the output of the NOR gate 323 asserts the
flag signal and the inverted flag signal closes the NAND gate
321 and AND gate 322, holding their outputs high and low
respectively. The NOR gate 323 receives the low from the
AND gate 322 and de-asserted flag reset signal 326 and
holds the flag asserted.

When the flag reset signal 326 is asserted it may force the
output of the NOR gate 323 low such that the flag is
de-asserted and the inverted flag re-opens the AND and
NAND gates.

In an embodiment, the flag 114 is asserted when an
overlap in a data and clock pulse is detected and is held
asserted until the flag 114 is reset. In this manner, the
transition-detection circuit 100 may detect an error and
output a flag indicating the error until the transition-detec-
tion circuit has been reset. In this manner, in an embodiment,
the transition-detection circuit 100 may hold an error until
the error has been acknowledged.
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It may be appreciated that this is by way of example only
and in an embodiment the error-detection circuit may output
only a signal indicating that an overlap in the data and clock
pulse has occurred.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of the
error-detection-and-retention circuit 109, which may com-
prise an error-detection circuit 420 and an error-history
circuit 430.

The error-detection circuit 420 may include first and
second PMOS transistors 424 and 425 and first and second
NMOS transistors 422 and 423. The first NMOS transistor
422 may have a source node coupled to ground and may
receive the clock pulse signal 204 at a gate node. A drain
node of the first NMOS transistor 422 may be coupled to a
source node of the second NMOS transistor 423. The second
NMOS transistor 423 may receive the data-pulse signal 205
at its gate node and may have a drain node coupled to a drain
node of a first PMOS transistor 424. The first PMOS
transistor 424 may have a gate node coupled to the data-
pulse signal 205 and a source node coupled to a drain of a
second PMOS transistor 425. A gate of the second PMOS
transistor 425 may be coupled to a flag input 114 and a
source node of the second PMOS transistor 425 may be
coupled to a voltage power supply.

The drain node of the second NMOS transistor 423 and
the first PMOS transistor 424 may be coupled to form an
output 421 to the error-history circuit 430.

The output 421 may be input into a NOR gate 437, the
output of which generates the flag 114. In an embodiment,
a high flag may indicate that an error has occurred and a low
flag may indicate that no error was detected. The NOR gate
437 may also receive a flag reset signal 432 generated from
the reset signal by an inverter (not shown in FIG. 4). The flag
reset signal may reset the NOR gate 437 to de-assert the flag.

The second NMOS transistor 423 and first PMOS tran-
sistor 424 may act as an inverter for data-pulse signal 205.
If'the data-pulse signal 205 is high and the clock-pulse signal
204 is high, the first and second NMOS transistors 422 and
423 are on and pull the signal 421 to ground. Under normal
operation the flag reset signal is not asserted and the output
of NOR gate 437 is a high when the signal 421 is low. In this
case, the flag 114 is asserted to indicate that an error has
occurred.

The flag 114 is input to the second PMOS transistor 425.
The second PMOS transistor may be off when the flag is
asserted and prevents the output 421 from being pulled high
when the data-pulse signal 205 is low and the first PMOS
transistor 424 is on. In this case, the flag may be asserted
until it is reset by the flag reset 326.

If flag reset 432 is asserted such that the flag is reset, then
the second PMOS transistor 425 may turn on and may pull
the output 421 to high when the data-pulse signal 205 is low
and the first PMOS transistor 423 is on.

The error-history circuit 430 may monitor the flag and
may keep it asserted until the flag is reset. The error-history
circuit may provide a feedback to the error-indication signal
421 from the error-detection circuit and may keep this signal
at a value indicating an error until the flag 114 is reset.

The error-history circuit 430 may comprise the flag reset
signal 432, the NOR gate 437 and flag signal 114. It may be
appreciated that the flag-reset signal 432 and NOR gate 437
and flag 114 may alternatively be incorporated in other
circuitry.

The error-history circuit 430 may also receive the clock-
pulse signal 204 and the data-pulse signal 205 at a gate node
of a first and second PMOS transistor 433 and 434. A source
node of the first and second PMOS transistors 433 and 434
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may be coupled to a voltage source. A drain node of the first
and second PMOS transistors 433 and 434 may be coupled
together to a source of a third PMOS transistor 435. A drain
node of the third PMOS transistor 435 may be coupled to a
drain of a first NMOS transistor 436. The first NMOS
transistor 436 may have a grounded source node. A gate
node of the third PMOS transistor 435 and first NMOS
transistor 436 may be coupled together to the flag 114. A
drain node of the third PMOS transistor 435 and third
NMOS transistor 436 may be further coupled to the signal
421.

When the clock-pulse signal 204 and the data-pulse 205
are high, the first and second PMOS transistors 433 and 434
may be off. The signal 421 from the error-detection circuit
420 may be pulled low which in turn may raise the flag 114.
A raised flag 114 may turn NMOS transistor 436 on and
PMOS transistor 435 off. The on transistor 436 may pull the
output 421 low. The high flag 114 may be provided at the
gate of the second PMOS transistor 425 and turn it off.

When clock and data pulses have passed, the data pulse
and the clock pulse inputs will go low. Transistors 422, 423,
and 425 will be off and the error-detection circuit may not
pull node 421 high or low. The high flag may turn transistor
435 off and transistor 436 on pulling the node 421 low. This
may keep the flag asserted regardless of the clock and data
pulse inputs.

When the flag is reset, the gates of transistor 435 and 436
will go low. This will turn transistor 436 off and transistor
435 on. While the clock and data pulses are still low,
transistors 433, 434 and 435 will all be on pulling the node
421 to high. This will pass to the NOR gate 437 and reset the
flag 114 to low.

It may be appreciated that the circuitry of FIG. 4 is by way
of' example only, and additional or different circuitry may be
implemented. For example, other types of transistors may be
used and/or the channel type of the transistors may be
varied.

In an embodiment, the programmable delay cells 107 and
315a (FIG. 3) may generate a delay based on a window-
size-select signal 108. In this manner, an embodiment may
provide a tuneable window size. An embodiment may,
therefore, be applicable to a variety of different applications.
FIG. 5 shows one example of such an application in a
critical-path-end-point monitoring.

Referring to FIG. 5, in an embodiment, a first D flip-flop
501 is provided. This may correspond to a critical-path end
point. The flip-flop 501 receives a data input signal D and a
clock input signal CD and outputs a data signal Q. The first
flip-flop 501 may also include an input for reset signal CD
and a scan input and scan-enable signal TI and TE. In
parallel with the first flip-flop, a transition detector 502 may
be provided. The transition detector 502 may be an embodi-
ment of the transition detector 100 of FIG. 1.

The transition detector 502 may receive the data D and the
clock CP inputs and a reset signal RST. In addition, the
transition detector 502 may receive a test-mode signal TM
and a window-size signal WS. In an embodiment, this may
correspond to the test-mode signal 112 and window-size
signal 108 of FIGS. 1 and 3. A flag is output to a data input
D of'a third flip flop 503. The flag may correspond to the flag
114 in an embodiment.

The third flip flop 503 may receive a transition-detector-
502 flip-flop scan input TTI in its scan input TI and a
transition-detector-scan-enable signal TTE in its scan-en-
able input TE. An output signal RFLAG may be provided
from the second D flip-flop 503. In a critical endpoint
monitoring system, the RFLAG signal may be coupled to a
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scan input TTT of a next monitoring system. In this manner,
it may be used for scan-chain stitching for observing flags of
all monitoring systems used in the design.

It may be appreciated that such a system is way of
example of an implementation of the transition detector 100
only and the transition detector 100 may have other appli-
cations and implementations.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of a system 600, according to an
embodiment. The system 600 includes a first integrated
circuit 602 coupled to a second integrated circuit 604, where
the first and second integrated circuits may be disposed on
a same integrated-circuit die or on respective dies, and at
least one of the first and second integrated circuits may be
a controller such as a processor. The first integrated circuit
602 includes embedded logic 606, which includes a transi-
tion detector 608 associated with (in an embodiment, located
at) an endpoint 610 of a critical path 612.

An embodiment may provide a self-test mechanism. This
may allow an embodiment to provide, for example, an
indication of whether the transition detector 100 has been
implemented correctly in silicon.

An embodiment may detect an error based on an overlap
between a clock pulse and a data pulse. In an embodiment,
the use of clock and data pulses may reduce possible timing
contention. Additionally, in an embodiment, an output flag is
held asserted until it is reset. This may, for example, reduce
timing contention.

In the above description, one or more embodiments have
been referred to with both self-test and programmable
window-size capabilities. It may be appreciated that this is
by way of example only and one of the self-test or program-
mable window may be implemented or both.

It may be appreciated that although in the foregoing
description transistors have been exemplified as p-channel
and n-channel MOSFETs, any other suitable types of tran-
sistors may be used. Additionally, it may be appreciated that
in an embodiment the n-channel transistors may be replaced
by p-channel transistors and the p-channel transistors with
n-channel transistors and biased accordingly.

It may also be appreciated that asserting a signal may be
pulling a signal high in an embodiment and pulling a signal
low in another embodiment. It may also be appreciated the
exemplified logic gates in the foregoing description are by
way of example only and different or additional logic gates
may be implemented. It may also be appreciated that an
embodiment may be clocked on a rising edge of the clock
signal or on a falling edge of the clock signal.

An embodiment may implement transition detectors in
embedded systems. For example, in an embodiment, the
transition detector may be implemented as part of a logic
circuit on an integrated circuit. Alternatively, an embodi-
ment may be implemented as a separate integrated circuit.
And one or more of such integrated circuits may be coupled
with one or more other integrated circuits and other com-
ponents to form a system where at least one of the integrated
circuits or other integrated circuits is a controller such as a
processor.

From the foregoing it may be appreciated that, although
specific embodiments have been described herein for pur-
poses of illustration, various modifications may be made
without deviating from the spirit and scope of the disclosure.
Furthermore, where an alternative is disclosed for a particu-
lar embodiment, this alternative may also apply to other
embodiments even if not specifically stated.
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The invention claimed is:
1. A transition detector, comprising:

clock-pulse-generation circuitry configured to receive a
clock signal and generate a clock pulse comprising a
first pair of consecutive opposite logic transitions in
response to a single transition edge of the clock signal,
said first pair of consecutive opposite logic transitions
separated by a length that is approximately equal to a
length of a time window that is offset from the single
transition edge of the clock signal; and

data-pulse-generation circuitry configured to receive a
data signal and generate a data pulse comprising a
second pair of consecutive opposite logic transitions in
response to a single transition edge of the data signal,
the data-pulse-generation circuitry including delay cir-
cuitry configured to delay the generation of the data
pulse; and

a logic circuit coupled to logically combine the data pulse
and the clock pulse in order to detect whether the data
pulse and clock pulse simultaneously have a same logic
state and generate an output signal in response thereto
indicating that the single transition edge of the data
signal has occurred within said time window.

2. The transition detector of claim 1 wherein the delay
circuitry is configured to delay the data signal by a pro-
grammable delay, and wherein the data-pulse-generation
circuitry generates the data pulse in response to the delayed
data signal.

3. The transition detector of claim 2 wherein the program-
mable delay is configured to correspond to a time difference
between a start of the time window and the single transition
edge of the clock signal.

4. The transition detector of claim 1, wherein the clock-
pulse-generation circuitry is configured to generate the clock
pulse having a pulse width between transitions of the first
pair of consecutive opposite logic transitions corresponding
to a programmable delay.

5. The transition detector of claim 4 wherein the program-
mable delay corresponds to a width of the time window.

6. The transition detector of claim 1 wherein the transition
detector is configured to have a self-test mode in which the
data-pulse-generation circuitry is configured to generate the
data pulse in response to said single transition edge of the
clock signal.

7. The transition detector of claim 6 further comprising a
multiplexer having a first input configured to receive the
clock signal and a second input configured to receive the
data signal, said multiplexer configured to select the clock
signal for application to the data-pulse-generation circuitry
in response to the self-test mode.

8. The transition detector of claim 1 wherein the logic
circuit is configured to assert said output signal as a flag.

9. The transition detector of claim 8 wherein the logic
circuit is further configured to continue to assert the flag
until the transition detector is reset.

10. A circuit-implemented method, comprising:
receiving a clock signal;

generating a clock pulse comprising a first pair of con-
secutive opposite logic transitions in response to a
single transition edge of the clock signal, said first pair
of consecutive opposite logic transitions separated by a
length that is approximately equal to a length of a time
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window that is offset from the single transition edge of
the clock signal;
receiving a data signal;
generating a data pulse comprising a second pair of
5 consecutive opposite logic transitions in response to a
single transition edge of the data signal,

wherein said generating the data pulse comprises delaying
the generation of the data pulse;

logically combining the data pulse and the clock pulse in
order to detect whether the data pulse and clock pulse
simultaneously have a same logic state; and

generating an output signal in response to the logical
combining indicating that the single transition edge of
the data signal has occurred within said time window.

11. The method of claim 10 wherein said output signal
indicates detecting a transition of the data signal within the
time window if the clock pulse and the data pulse overlap.

12. The method of claim 10 further comprising delaying
the data signal by a programmable delay and generating the
data pulse in response to the delayed data signal.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein delaying the data
signal by the programmable delay comprises delaying the
data signal by a time difference between a start of the time
window and a clock edge of the clock signal.

14. The method of claim 10, wherein the clock pulse has
a pulse width corresponding to a programmable delay.

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the programmable
delay corresponds to a width of the time window.

16. The method of claim 10, further comprising generat-
ing the data pulse in response to said single transition edge
of the clock signal in accordance with a self-test mode of
operation.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising selecting
the self-test mode of operation.

18. The method of claim 10, wherein generating the
output signal comprises asserting a flag.

19. A detector, comprising:

a first generator configured to receive a first signal and to
generate in response to a single transition of the first
signal a first pulse comprising a first pair of consecutive
opposite logic transitions separated by a length that is
approximately equal to a length of a detection window;

a second generator configured to receive a second signal
and to generate in response to a single transition of the
second signal a second pulse comprising a second pair
of consecutive opposite logic transitions; and

an error indicator
coupled to receive the first and second pulses from the

first and second generators, respectively,
configured to detect whether the second pulse and the
first pulse simultaneously have a same logic state,
and
configured to indicate in response to said detection that
the single transition of the first signal occurred
during said detection window.

20. The detector of claim 19 wherein the first generator
includes a delay circuit configured to delay the first signal by
approximately the length of the detection window.

21. The detector of claim 19 wherein the first generator
includes:

a delay circuit configured to delay the first signal by

approximately the length of the detection window; and

a logic gate having a first input node coupled to receive
the delayed first signal from the delay circuit and
having a second input node coupled to receive the first

signal.
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22. The detector of claim 19 wherein the first generator
includes:

a delay circuit configured to delay the first signal by

approximately the length of the detection window; and

a NOR gate having a first input node coupled to receive
the delayed first signal from the delay circuit and
having a second input node coupled to receive the first
signal.

23. The detector of claim 19 wherein the second generator
includes a delay circuit configured to delay the second signal
by approximately a time from a beginning of the detection
window to the single transition of the first signal.

24. The detector of claim 19 wherein the second generator
includes a shift circuit configured to shift the second signal
such that a portion of the second signal that is aligned with
a beginning of the detection window approximately corre-
sponds to a portion of the shifted second signal that is
aligned with the single transition of the first signal.

25. The detector of claim 19 wherein the second generator
includes:

a first delay circuit configured to delay the second signal
by approximately a time from a beginning of the
detection window to the single transition of the first
signal;

a second delay circuit configured to further delay the
delayed second signal from the first delay circuit; and

a logic gate having a first input node coupled to receive
the delayed second signal from the first delay circuit
and having a second input node coupled to receive the
further delayed second signal from the second delay
circuit.

26. The detector of claim 19 wherein the second generator

includes:

a first delay circuit configured to delay the second signal
by approximately a time from a beginning of the
detection window to the single transition of the first
signal;

a second delay circuit configured to further delay the
delayed second signal from the first delay circuit; and

an XOR gate having a first input node coupled to receive
the delayed second signal from the first delay circuit
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and having a second input node coupled to receive the
further delayed second signal from the second delay
circuit.

27. The detector of claim 19, further including a mode
selector configured to configure the second generator to
receive the first signal and to generate the second pulse in
response to the single transition of the first signal occurring
approximately during the detection window.

28. The detector of claim 19, further including a mode
selector configured to configure the second generator to
receive the first signal and to generate the second pulse in
response to the single transition of the first signal.

29. The detector of claim 19, wherein the error indicator
includes:

a first logic gate coupled to receive the first and second
pulses and a feedback signal, and configured to gener-
ate a first intermediate signal;

a second logic gate coupled to receive the first interme-
diate signal and the feedback signal and configured to
generate a second intermediate signal; and

a third logic gate coupled to receive the second interme-
diate signal and configured to generate an overlap-
indication signal.

30. The detector of claim 29 wherein the feedback signal

includes the overlap-indication signal.

31. The detector of claim 29, further including a fourth
logic gate coupled to receive the overlap-indication signal
and configured to generate the feedback signal.

32. The detector of claim 19, wherein the error indicator
includes:

a NAND gate coupled to receive the first and second
pulses and a feedback signal, and configured to gener-
ate a first intermediate signal;

an AND gate coupled to receive the first intermediate
signal and the feedback signal and configured to gen-
erate a second intermediate signal; and

a NOR gate coupled to receive the second intermediate
signal and configured to generate an overlap-indication

signal.



